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Using Nobel Prizeâ€“winning examples like the transistor, laser, and magnetic resonance imaging,

Venky Narayanamurti and Tolu Odumosu explore the daily micro-practices of research and show

that distinctions between the search for knowledge and creative problem solving break down when

one pays attention to how pathbreaking research actually happens.
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Any working scientist will not be surprised by the conclusion that the basic vs applied distinction is

an historical accident and is now outmoded. Extracting that dichotomy from our institutions and

funding models has proven challenging.
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